HILLSBORO INLET SAILING CLUB

June 2021

From The Helm
Are we there yet?
There’s a lot of effort being
put into expanding the club
events as more of us open
our doors and peek outside
to make sure it’s actually ok
to go out and meet people.
Recent club cruises have
seen more and more boats participating, the
Memorial Day Cruise to West Palm Beach is
the next item on the list (probably over by the
time this edition goes public) and there are 7
boats reported to be attending on our 1st
Destination Cruise this year. The Palm Beach
Regatta will see many more of us sailing up to
Lake Worth, here’s hoping the weather is
better than the last time we had that race.
Suzi Wehe, our Social Chair, is working on
the September 50th Anniversary of the club,
along with the rest of the social committee it
should be a great event.
The first of the Coastal races happens in June
and Coincides with the Father’s Day Cruise.
The Cruise Social and the Race Awards Party
are being held at the Bahia Mar Marina.
Continued on Page 2
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So, Socials, Cruises and Races are getting back into action—We should be able to
have our 1st After Race Party in August also. Bob Odell is working on that.
This edition has a story from Dick & Carole Simmons on S/V Gusto, it will make
you chuckle—but there’s another point to their story that’s not mentioned. Sailing
adds a vibrancy to life and we’re in the right boat to enjoy that. So let’s get out sailing. Obviously, Dick and Carol have shared many stories in their over 60 years together and that leads me to ask! What are your stories? There’s always room for
another yarn in the Inlet Outlet Newsletter.
Recently several of our club members have sold their boats but the good news is
that several others have purchased new (to them) boats, we’re seeing more members get out and participate, the General Meeting in May was indoors, we had 64 in
attendance, we’re planning on having the June General Meeting indoors a Galuppi’s and we have a great speaker for our program that evening. Ross Hunton—
Vice Commodore—gave a great presentation about the requirements and procedures for cruising in the Bahamas - at present - It’s likely to change but that’s a
good thing. Ross’ presentation has been uploaded to the club website—

Paul Alcock
Commodore
SV Eximius

Continued on Page 5

Are you following the club Facebook page?
Catch up on the many posts by Club members.
You can find out page at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hisc.org/
Our Crew Page is at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1969062466531180
And our Youth Sailing page is at:

https://www.facebook.com/HISCYouthSailing
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Upcoming Events

HISC 2020 Governing board

06/03 Board Meeting (Zoom)

Commodore
Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore
Past Commodore
Treasurer
Secretary
Two Year Directors

06/10 General Meeting Galuppi’s

07/08 Board Meeting
07/15 General Meeting Galuppi’s
08/24 Social Sail
08/31 Youth Sail
08/05 Board Meeting (Zoom)

08/21 Landlubbers Party

One Year Directors

09/02 Board Meeting (Zoom)

Staff Commodore

09/09 General Meeting

Paul Alcock
Ross Hunton
Michael Megarity
Dale Kern
Peder Sahlin
Brenda Duvall
Astrid Hunton
Kendall Marcel
Ken White
Joe Gomez
Bob Schuldenfrei

TBC:
To Be Confirmed—Subject to the Pandemic.

Races, Regattas & After Race Parties Schedule
Date

Race

06/12 Palm Beach Regatta

Manager

Host

Paul Alcock &
PBSC

Larry Geller

06/19 Nederlanden Coastal Race
07/17 Single Handed Race
07/25 Crew Race
08/15 Fall Series #1 &# 2
08/29 Fall Series #3 & #4

Cruising Calendar
MONTH

DAY(S)

Jume

19-20

July

3-5

August

04-06

EVENT

Father’s day
Cruise
Independence Day
Cruise
Labor Day Cruise

HOSTS

LOCATION

Hector Arillaga

Bahia Mar

Bob Schuldenfrei

Bahia Mar
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BOAT US MEMBERSHIP

Boat US membership dues are $30.00. Since we have a group membership; current HISC
Members as well as any new HISC Members in 2016 should only pay $15.00.
Our Group Number is GA83724S
If you need any additional information call me,
Tim Leonard, Boat US Coordinator at (754) 367-1085
or e-mail to tbleonard@comcast.net

The Club Purpose

The purpose of the Hillsboro Inlet Sailing Club is to develop, encourage, promote, and stimulate interest in sailing, and to
encourage the fellowship and camaraderie associated with sailing and sailors in the Hillsboro Inlet area from Palm Beach to
Miami and beyond.

Membership

An application for membership in HISC may be obtained from membership chairperson Bob Schuldenfrei at
(954) 864-9791 (membership@hisc.org) or by contacting any club member. There is a $30.00 initiation fee and annual
dues of $150 (family), $125 (single), are payable upon joining and every January thereafter. After June 30, the dues are
75.00 (family) or $62.50 (single) for the rest of the current year for new members.

Monthly General Meeting

The Hillsboro Inlet Sailing Club holds a monthly membership meeting generally on the second Thursday of each month,
7:00pm at the Galuppi’s 1103 N Federal Hwy, Pompano Beach, Florida 33062, Tel: (954) 785-0226. Please check the
monthly calendar or call the editor for any changes in the meeting dates, times, or locations.

Club Links:
• Club Website: https://www.hisc.org
• Club Youth Sailing Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/HISCYouthSailing/
• Club Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/hisc.org
• Club Photos Online: https://hisc.smugmug.com/
• Club Calendar: https://www.hisc.org/events/
• Hillsboro Inlet Soundings: https://www.hisc.org/inlet-info/

Want to get your Local Knowledge into Print?
Could you write a Local Knowledge article? We’re looking for articles about Lake Boca, Hillsboro Inlet, Boca Inlet, Port Everglades,
The ICW from Port Everglades to Hillsboro Inlet, and other areas.
We’re looking for Articles for 2020 Issues of the Inlet Outlet.
Please contact the Editor if you would like to author a Local Knowledge article.
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Ladies Day Race
Rescheduled for Sunday July 11th 2021
This should prove to be a highlight of the 2021 Racing Program
Boats: Skippered and Crewed by Females - Only 1 guy is allowed on the boat
and he's only there at the request of the Ladies.
Skippers: Our club has a lot of very talented ladies, and more that are willing
to step up to the helm.
Crew: 50% of our members are female - and they know how to sail - some
want to.
After Race Party - Remember those!
Well, the first After Race Party will be at 5:30 PM on May 23rd
Location:
Chalfante Condominium
500 South Ocean Blvd
Boca Raton, FL
Thanks to Larry Geller and Eduardo Rabadan for hosting!
Guests should park in the spots marked GUEST PARKING and walk across
the street to the pavilion.

WAIT IT GETS BETTER!
One of our newest Members, Kelly Depp, is offering every woman participating in the Ladies Day Race event will receive a 2oz Face Serum and a 10oz
Body Scrub from Untamed Life.
But Wait! There's More!
As is customary, the MEN will be providing dinner for us!
And don't forget, the After Race Party is open to all Members, not just those
participating in the Race.
Guys! Are you making your plans? We have a lot to live up to here, let's deck
the party with a Feast!

What should you do now???
Step 1: For the Ladies - Start building your Crew! Volunteer for Crew, Contact Diane to let her know what you're doing
RSVP to Diane: dianedesy@aol.com - (954) 801-6642 - with boat name and
5

crew names.
Step 2: For the Guys - Get your aprons out, sharpen your knives, scour the
net for your fav recipe - Get ready to Bake
RSVP to Paul: britinusag1@gmail.com with info about the dish you guys
are thinking of bringing.
Step 3: For everyone - Let us know you're going to sail or let us know you're
going to the Party, but most importantly, get ready for some FUN.
Let's all work to make this a Great Ladies Day Race
See you all on the water on May 23rd!
Diane Rogerson
Ladies' Day Race chair

We Need You!
Our club is driven by a dedicated group of volunteers even
during these times of the pandemic. There are over 80 volunteer positions and most can only be held for a maximum
two consecutive years. So we need you!
Are you willing to help guide our club next year? The return on investment is a healthy club. What could you offer?

Please contact me if you would like to find out how you can
get involved in what is probably the most dynamic sailing
club in our area.
Give me a call– Paul Alcock
2020-2021 Vice Commodore
954-736-7114
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Palm Beach Regatta 2021
Registration for the Palm Beach Regatta June 12th 2021 is now open.
Here's the important info - if you're racing please register early so that we know how
many to cater.
Friday June 11th evening: Skippers Meeting - Pot Luck dinner at a Condo Pavilion NE
Corner of Lake Boca (skippers/crew/guests bring potluck dinner items)
Some Boats from the Palm Beach Sailing Club will overnight at Lake Boca.
Saturday June 12th Morning - Race start (time to be confirmed but probably around
10am) at our regular Racing Start just north of Hillsboro Inlet
Saturday June 12th Afternoon - Racers arrive at Palm Beach Sailing Club via Lake
Worth Inlet, some will anchor and others will get moorings (details)
Saturday June 12th Evening- Racers and Guests arrive at the Palm Beach Sailing Club
for the Awards and Dinner.
Entry fee for the boat and Skipper is $65, including one dinner at the awards party.
Crew and Guests will be able to buy dinner $25 which can be paid with the boat registration
Sunday June 13th: Racers return from Palm Beach.
To register online go to the link below and register as a Guest.
Click here to register your boat and Skippers Dinner, You can also add additional crew dinners via this link.

Not racing but want to attend the Dinner - $25 per guest.
Click here to purchase guest dinners online.

Looking forward to a great race! See you there.

Paul Alcock

HISC Commodore 2021-2022
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Bahia Mar Slip Reservation form—click here
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Racing details will be posted on the club website shortly
9
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General Meeting Program June 10th 2021
By Tom Garvey—Program Chair

Come to our live program Thursday, June 10th. At Galuppi’s To
see and hear BILL CULLEN entertain us and give expert advice on cruising.

“Some Great Gadgets and Ideas to have
Aboard While Cruising”
Learn about some great cruising equipment, gadgets, and useful ideas whether
you are coastal cruising or sailing across
oceans. These ideas can save you money, save your back, and make
you more comfortable on the boat. You may have seen some of
these things in SAIL magazine in articles written by Bill Cullen. Here’s your chance to see them in person and learn firsthand
from the author.

=======
Bill Cullen, lives in Tampa, and is a member of the Tampa Sailing
Squadron, The Dolphin Cruising Club, the Catalina Owners Association, and the Seven Seas Cruising Association. He currently
cruises on his Catalina 350 Triumph.
He has been a professional captain & delivery skipper for over 48
years; he was a yacht broker for a decade; and has owned and restored over a dozen sailboats. In addition to an extensive offshore
racing background, Bill has cruised the Bahamas, Eastern and Western Caribbean, crossed the South Pacific and the Atlantic, the Med,
and traveled a few French canals. Bill writes gadget and “how to”
articles for SAIL and Southwinds magazines. He is the author of
www.thebookofsail.com
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HISC Spring 2021 Youth Sailing Program
Barry Simmons

The Fall Youth Sailing Program is not that far away. The good news is that due to
the changing level of restrictions and current pandemic health protocols changing,
we may be able to increase the number of student sailors. We will be opening registration for the Fall program soon and to the public a couple of weeks later.
Following the tragic and untimely passing of Michael Lyon; his friends and family
asked that donations be made to the HISC Youth Sailing program in his honor. We
are very happy to announce that we have purchased two new instructor skiffs with
those funds. We are dedicating those boats to Michael and have asked his friends
and family to name the boats. We will announce those names when we have them.
Thank you Michael. We are glad to keep your spirit alive at HISC.
Barry Simmons
Youth Sailing Committee Chair.

Youth Sailing is looking for one
more person to train and become a
certified instructor for Youth Sailing
this year. The commitment is four
Saturdays in March and in August.
Contact Barry Simmons
at hiscyouthsailing@gmail.com for
more information if you are interested.
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Racing - Spring Series
Michael Duvall
May Racing Wrap Up and Forward Looking Events
May was a subdued month for HISC racing. I reported on buoy races 5 & 6 in
last month's ION. Races 7 & 8, last weekend, turned out to be only race 7. With
only four boats racing, we combined the GNK and JAM classes. Race seven started out on time. It was a "dorito" with a southerly start to the HI buoy. Contrails
lead the fleet to the mark and hardened up to reach deeper water and favorable
current. Imagine, Sempre Amantes, and Fandango chose to immediately tack to
the East mark. It was a drag race to the finish. Imagine was crewed for a "Ladies
Day" practice, and Imagine was the first boat to finish. The breeze was about 1012 kts at the start, but by the finish it was picking up. Contrails experienced a
mechanical issue and had to retire. Sempre Amantes was hindered by her iron
ginny and wisely chose to head for the inlet. By the time race seven was finished,
the breeze had freshened to fifteen plus knots. Imagine stayed behind to pick up
the start and east marks.

As I write, today was to be the Ladies Day race. As you may know, only two boats
were registered/entered. In years past, HISC Ladies Day had as many as ten
boats, as I recollect. Consequently, the race has been postponed until July 11th. I
truly hope that HISC will see a revival of this event. It has always been a great
opportunity for the ladies to show off their sailing skills while the guys prepared
13

the food for the after race party. Mark your calendar. Contact Diane Rogerson for
more information.
June is promising to be an active month with two coastal races. The Hillsboro to
West Palm Beach race has been going on for more years than I have been a member of HISC. It starts about two miles north of the Hillsboro Inlet and finishes at
the Lake Worth Inlet in West Palm Beach. The night before, Friday June 11th, will
be the "pre-race party" at the pavilion on Lake Boca. The Palm Beach Sailing
Club has always been involved with HISC and provides a great venue for an after
race party. More information will be forthcoming. In past years, we have had as
many as twenty-five boats in this event. Please feel free to contact me for any details.
The following week will be the Nederlanden Race. It's also a coastal race, starting
from our beach area (about two miles north of the HIllsboro Inlet) to Fort Lauderdale. As I recall, it is about twelve miles from start to finish. This race coincides
with "Summer Sailstice" https://summersailstice.com/ and the Father's Day cruise
to Bahia Mar. Come on down for some fun and socializing.

Unfortunately, it appears the Regatta Time in Abaco will not take place this year,
so the traditional HISC fleet to Marsh Harbor and beyond is not in the cards.
However, if you are planning a trip to the Bahamas this year, please let membership know so that you can buddy-boat with others that also have plans.
In the meantime, keep your rig tuned and your bottom cleaned.

Michael Duvall

Are you following the club Facebook page?
Catch up on the many posts by Club members.
You can find out page at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/hisc.org/
Our Crew Page is at

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1969062466531180
And our Youth Sailing page is at:

https://www.facebook.com/HISCYouthSailing
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On the Beach Committee
Paul Renneisen
.

The Beach Committee is happy to report that they are on top of their game and
welcome members to join them on the beach to keep the racers on tier toes.
With new technology equipment and additional support by members bringing additional radios, The Beach Committee communicate with the boats before the
start and as they near the finish line. If there are any changes to the course due to
weather conditions, the Race Committee manage the situation. It’s a team game.
Are you looking for an easy way to meet some club members and to see how the
racing program works—join us at the Beach Committee.
Please put the word out. Don’t stay at home if you can’t be aboard. Join us on
the beach instead. We need a minimum of 5 volunteers for a smooth operation.
Text your availability based on the series schedule to 954 812 2674.
Paul Renneisen
Beach Committee
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General Meeting Program—May 2021
Tom Garvey
The program for our May General Meeting was focused on Cruising! This year,
our Vice Commodore, Ross Hunton, sharied the latest news from Cruising to the
Bahamas, restrictions, requirements, fees and a whole lot more.
You can view his presentation online the club’s website at https://www.hisc.org
You’ll find it under ‘Articles & News’
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Cruising
By Paul Alcock
Cruising is BACK!
It was a nice sail up to the Lake Worth Inlet for those that went outside. Wind was light but seas were flat. Affection
and Alebrije rafted up awaiting Eximius and, shortly after, the other boats
began to arrive. Some stayed close to the public Docks and some on the
East side of the Waterway.
Saturday evening we met at Bradley’s for drinks and eats and most went
for a walk down town.
Sunday some went their own way
to lunch ashore, others dined on
buddy boats. As always, cruisers
know how to entertain.
On the east side of the waterway,
the tidal flows kept the skippers
on their toes but anchors held
well and there were no surprises.
Sunday evening 13 of us had dinner, and of course, drinks, at Lorenas on
Clemitis Street, just 5 mins walk from the docks. Most of us agreed that
Jeff Keiser had the best meal , Lasagna,

We had 9 boats attend the Memorial Day Cruise at Lake Worth, a couple
more were close, but life got in the way, but 9 boats ! Awesome!
It looks like Cruising is Back!
Monday morning at 7am, several boats hauled their anchors and headed
home, some going down the ditch and others via the Ocean.
Outside it was light air most of the morning, but Eximius saw Imagine under full sail bearing down on us. We knew it was Imagine as they had followed us North from the Anchorage and because they now have AIS and so
they showed up, ever closer to our stern on our Chartplotter.
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As the afternoon matured, so did the
weather, in the low teens after a very quiet
start to the day. Mid afternoon a storm was
brewing. We dropped our sails as did Imagine, and then the seas got grumpy, but
not for too long. See my article in the next
issue—Time to Fuel Up.

Memorial Day Cruise
Participants
1. Alebrije
2. Affection
3. Eximius
We made the 13:45 Hillsboro Inlet Bridge 4. Ohana
opening along with Imagine. Then head- 5. Dalecarlia
ing South on the ICW we met up with
6. Deli Mali
Ohana at 14th Street Bridge, they had tak- 7. Imagine
en the ICW route down. So not much dif8. Cookie Monster
ference in timing.
9. Pegasus
As we motored down the ICW, Imagine
peeled off before and Ohana shortly after Atlantic Blvd Bridge. We continued South to Sunrise Bay which only had 14 boats at anchor, 10 of them in
one raft up. As expected, most of them headed home after 5pm.
Tuesday after lunch, we pulled our anchor and chased the bridge openings
all the way to the North fork of the new River.

A great end to a great weekend!
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STRANDED ALMOST NAKED!!!!!!’
By Dick Simmons
STRANDED ALMOST NAKED!!!!!!’
“If you do anything with the Whaler, wake me up!”
These words from my wife that would prove to be significant.
We were sailing our Island Packet 44 Gusto!!!, leaving from from Hillsboro Inlet Florida around 0800 to the Abacos, Bahamas, with our planned first stop at Mangrove Cay
by way of Memory Rock seven miles north of West End. We draw 6 feet. Our dinghy 13’ Boston Whaler “Orca” with a 40hp Mercury was in tow. This is a distance of about
94 miles across the Gulf Stream and the Flats. We should get to Mangrove sometime
between 2200 and 2400. Winds and seas were calm and we motorsailed using the main
and our 75hp Yanmar all the way to Mangrove Cay. For security purposes out on the
flats (the shallow 12-15 foot Bahamas shelf once you leave the GulfStream at Memory
Rock) I decided to tie the Whaler alongside Gusto and sleep in the cockpit. Carol, my
wife, was going to take a shower and go to bed below.
It was pitch black with many stars, but no moon. As I was lying in the cockpit, Carol
came to the companionway to say goodnight and to tell me “If you do anything with
the Whaler, wake me up!” I went to sleep and woke some hours later to find the Whaler bouncing up above the deck of Gusto in 2 ½ foot close nasty waves. I thought I’d
better untie her and let her lay behind Gusto. I have only done that about a thousand
times, so I saw no need to wake Carol, who was sound asleep.
Timing the bucking bronco that was the Whaler, I stepped down and got in without
breaking a leg. I untied the stern line and then the bow line and began to hand over
hand my way back to the transom where there was a cleat to which I would attach the
Whaler and let it drift back. As I was doing that, a particularly nasty wave tore me, in
the Whaler, away from Gusto. I reached for one of the fenders which I had dropped between Gusto and the Whaler when I had tied her up, and missed by a matter of inches.
Now I was rapidly drifting away from the Mother Ship.
When the tide rolls on and off the Banks it runs very rapidly and I was quickly watching Gusto’s anchor light become smaller. Regrettably, the key to start the Mercury was
inside Gusto. I hastily grabbed a paddle and began to frantically paddle toward Gusto.
I feel confident in saying that NOONE can paddle a 13’ Whaler into 25-30 kt. winds
and 2-3’ seas and 3 knots of current taking me away. I wanted to get out the anchor
from the forward anchor locker which was beneath a tied-down-for-the-crossing bimini top. As quickly as possible I undid the lines, lifted the bimini, and got out the anchor. I dropped it and let out about 50 feet of scope in 10’ deep water. I then retrieved
19

another small anchor we have for throwing from the stern for tying up at dinghy
docks and deployed it as well from the bow, hoping I would not continue to drift
away toward the GulfStream.

I then sat down to assess my circumstances and how I was going to get out of the
mess I had made for myself. I only had on a bathing suit and, believe it or not, it gets
quite cool in a dinghy at night in the Bahamas. My main concern was that Carol
would eventually awaken and discover both me and the dinghy gone. As a result, instead of lying down and curling up in a fetal position to keep warm, I sat up for the
rest of the night watching to see if she came out with a light. I was now about two
football fields away from Gusto. There was no way I was going to attempt to swim
against that current to make it back to the Mother Ship where the key for the Whaler
lived. Some time later storm clouds appeared. I thought, “If we have a storm Carol
will surely come out and find me missing”. In the Whaler there is a white running/
anchor light on a 2’ metal pole that is inserted into the steering console. Carol and I
are both licensed Ham radio operators and I thought, “I can connect the white light,
and using the anchor light switch, send her Morse code for OK.” It has been some
years since we took the licensing test and I could remember “O” (- - -) but I could
not remember “K” (- . -). I could at least turn on the running lights to let her know
where I was. It was much too far away to yell and be heard over the wind blowing
against me at that distance. Eventually my hastily offered Prayers were answered
and the storm clouds blew away without rain.
Finally, the gray of dawn began to appear and as the sun came up two boats anchored in closer to Mangrove pulled away. I took out flares and struck one – which
crumbled. No Joy! Took out a second and a third, with the same result as I watched
the boats sail away. There was one very small sailboat left, and as he began to move
about, I stood on the Whaler seat waving my arms in the standard distress signal. He
started to sail away, and then suddenly turned and aimed toward me.
For those who say there are no coincidences, allow me to tell you a few. My rescuer,
Jason Clements from South Carolina, had read in Southwinds Magazine (an article
written by Rebecca Burg, a longtime friend) about the famous Abaco “Stranded Naked – Cheeseburger in Paradise” party held each year at Fiddle Cay just prior to the
start of Regatta Time in Abaco in early July.
Each year at that party, run and organized by Bobb and Patricia Henderson and numerous volunteers, they give away approximately 2000 hamburgers, 500 hot dogs,
and 300 gallons of rum drinks which are made in huge metal garbage cans.
Everything is free and people come from all over the Southeastern US for Race
Week and to enjoy this great party. As an aside, no one really is naked. The party is
partly sponsored by businesses and supported by the sale of t-shirts. An interesting
sidelight is that to keep cool, the food line extends out into the Sea of Abaco. Carol
and I have both enjoyed volunteering there for a number of years.
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Jason decided after reading the article that he had to go to that party. He trailered his little sailboat to Lighthouse Point in South Florida where he met a member of the Hillsboro Inlet Sailing Club, an organization that I had been Commodore of in 1976. An HISC
member happened to see Jason and invited him to leave his truck and trailer at their
house while he single handed his boat to the Abacos.
Had Rebecca Berg not written that article, had it not been published, had Jason not
picked up a copy of Southwinds at West Marine in South Carolina, who knows how this
story might have ended. Fortunately for me, she did, that magazine did, and Jason read it
and decided that was an event in which he had to participate.
Jason circled the Whaler and asked me what I was doing? I explained the circumstances,
and he agreed to pick me up, take me back to Gusto to get the Whaler key, and then
bring me back to recover the Whaler. Going back to the Whaler, the seas were still choppy and the Whaler was jumping up and down. After a couple of unsuccessful passes, we
agreed that he would sail close to the Whaler and I would dive in and swim the few feet
necessary to board the Whaler. Jason also knew how the tide ran there and said “I hope
you are a good swimmer.” I assured him that for the few feet I would have to swim, that
I was. Climbing on board and starting the Mercury ended the Ordeal/Adventure.
Subsequently over a drink, Jason confessed to me that he “wondered why this guy was
sitting in Dinghy Jail!”. As I jumped back aboard Gusto Carol heard Jason and I shouting back and forth to each other and asked “What is going on?” I told her –“We are having a little adventure”. As Bob Bitchin would say – “Attitude is the Difference Between
Ordeal and Adventure”.
Two final words of advice.
1) Consider Hiding a starter key somewhere in the dinghy.
2) If your wife says to Wake Her Up-----Wake Her Up!!!!
3) I haven’t been married for 61 years to the same woman by being this stupid all of
the time.! She might disagree.
Richard E. Simmons
cdsgusto@aol.com
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Diesel Fuel … $32.00 a gal
By David Burdett

I can’t quite remember the exact year.
My profession at the time was a Manufactures’ Representative in electronic components, you know stuff like relays,
heatsinks, capacitors, power supplies and
integrated circuits .One of the companies
we represented was a major player in the
semi -conductor world, headquartered
where else but Silicon Valley. They announced that they would be holding a
worldwide meeting in Monterey, Ca. This was the meeting of all meetings
not just sales, but engineering, production, field application support logistics, distribution and manufacturing the whole enchilada.
It just so happened that 6 months prior to the mega meeting, I had the opportunity to sail on a brand spanking new Catalina 36. It was so new that it
had that new boat smell. We departed the now defunct Palo Alto Yacht Harbor and headed north. The weather was beautiful with blue skies and big
white puffy clouds. The wind was from the northwest at 12-15 knots. The
first thing I learned is that the water temp in San Francisco bay is cold, real
cold.
So now you the reader are asking yourself, what does this got to do with
diesel fuel costing $32.00 a gal. Simple. My sister- in- law and her husband
got the sailing bug and bought a used Catalina 27. Now for me I made it out
to the west coast 5-6 times a year and now, I got a solid connection to a boat.
Now remember that mega meeting? Hey why not combine a little pleasure
with business. A quick call to the ol’ sis-in-law confirms the boat, and it just
so happens that two of my coworkers are thrilled to go sailing on San Francisco Bay. We planned to leave Friday morning and sail up to Sausalito. Anchor for the night and sail home on Saturday, stay on the boat at the harbor,
clean up boat Sunday morning then depart for Monterey.
A week before departure we hold a conference call to discuss what to ex22

pect out on the water. Expects lots of fog, water is very cold, could be very
windy, bring rain gear. Sweaters, a knit hat, gloves extra clothes and socks
because you will get wet, and there is nothing worse than being wet and
cold.

It is now departure day, we meet in the parking lot of a In and Out burger
joint off 101 in Burlingame. The weather is beautiful mid 70’s and not a
cloud in the sky. We head to the boat and start to get acquainted with her.
Safety is a priority so that becomes our first task. Life jackets, fire extinguisher, the radio, man overboard procedures I feel very good about my crew. So
we head out past the marshes through some well- marked sloughs, out into
the great bay only to find the water like glass and there is no wind ,nada,
nothing, even the tell tales didn’t move. And it is hot, real hot and getting hotter. So two hours into our adventure we are down to our shorts, barefoot and
no shirts. We turn the boat inside out looking for sunscreen. No luck.
We keep motoring, admiring the skyline of San Francisco, playing tag with
600 ft freighters under the Bay Bridge {kidding}. My crew is amazed, the SF
skyline, the Bay Bridge, Oakland to the east, Alcatraz and the Golden Gate.
We find anchorage in Sausalito and settle down to that great hard salami and
sourdough bread that the area is famous for. I keep telling my crew wait till
tomorrow. Well morning comes and the barometer hasn’t moved. Well boys I
say, as we eat more hard salami and sourdough bread for breakfast It looks
like another fine day of motoring. As we motor towards the western edge of
Alcatraz one of the crew yells out “How much gas we got”. This is a diesel
powered sailboat I bark back while slowly glancing at the instrument cluster.
Ok! Then how much diesel we got “cappin”. Same amount that we had yesterday when we left the dock 7/8 of a tank. Don’t you think that’s unusual,
we used the engine for 6+ hours and the gauge didn’t go down.

No problem I calmly said. There is a fuel dock nearby. So we motor on
weaving through the sea lions and other marine critters to the great sign on
the front of the building that says FUEl. As we inched closer I could see
something was dreadfully wrong, there were no fuel pumps. Hey!! we yell
where can we get some diesel. An old man sitting on a chair yells aint got
none , fuel dock sunk last week during the big storm. Well we need some
badly almost empty, where can we go? He points east and says Oakland. Oakland Ca I say, across the bay, that Oakland, yep he nods. Well now
I am starting to get real nervous.
All I can think about is the headline in the SF Chronicle a few days later.
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Small sailing vessel swept out to sea. We motor on staying as close to shore
as we can looking for those four letters F U E L. Two hours later we are
still motoring and just waiting for the sputter sputter of a engine with no fuel.
We are south of where the new Giants Stadium now stands, one of my guys
starts screaming and pointing,. We see a small marina but no sign of a fuel
dock When I say small, it was small, no more that 20 boats. There is a place
to tie up and after we secure the boat, we discover the place has no form of
life, no fuel, and is surrounded by a 8 ft high chain link fence. So we come up
with this brilliant plan. One stays with the boat and the other two jump the
fence and start looking for a gas station that sells diesel. Simple correct. After
a 5 min walk we spot a cab. For 8 bucks he takes us to a gas station that sells
diesel. We buy all four of his approved gas cans for $4.00 each and four gals
of diesel at $2.00 a gal. We are so happy that we are giggly We walk to a pay
phone to call a cab and look to see that the boat is 5 blocks down a hill. No
cab needed, a downhill walk we are golden and heading home.

Now this is how diesel can cost you $32. Got cans of fuel over the fence.
Very gently carried them to the boat so as not to drop or create spillage. We
ever so carefully poured the liquid gold into our precious fuel tank. As the
container emptied we pulled the spout out and found the fuel tank filled to
the brim. We only needed one gal of diesel to top it off. Only 1 Gal, one
lousy gal, It was full, fully full. No Mas.
Well there is a little more to this incident. We left 3 gal of diesel in fully approved authorized containers and one empty can along with a 4 page letter of
apology explaining why one can was empty. Well we made it back to Palo
Alto harbor and the next morning thanked the owners And because of their
generosity we told them we topped off the fuel.
By David Burdett
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Get a FREE vessel safety check

Before you start sailing, get a courtesy vessel safety check from a qualified
vessel examiner from the United States Power Squadrons, America’s Boating
Club.
If your boat has the proper safety equipment, you will receive a current VSC
decal to display on your vessel. If not, you’ll know what safety equipment
you should add to keep yourself, your boat and your passengers safe. You
won’t be fined, penalized or reported to any other agency for a failed VSC.
Displaying the decal doesn’t guarantee that you won’t be boarded, but you’ll
have peace of mind knowing that you have the required safety equipment to
handle an emergency.
You’ll also know where the equipment is located when you need it.
As part of the safety check, the vessel examiner will clarify federal, state and
local regulations. They may also discuss the purpose of the required marine
safety equipment, answer safety-related questions, and be a resource for local
boating conditions and information.
Benefits of a VSC
A vessel safety check can help keep you safe and save you money:
1. By ensuring that your boat meets federal, state and local safety equipment
requirements, you can prevent equipment-related citations.
2. You may be eligible for boating insurance discounts.
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3. You can avoid accidents and costly breakdowns by being more aware of
safety practices.
By learning the use of safety equipment and safe boating practices, you can
better avoid accidents.

What a VSC covers
A vessel exam only takes 15 minutes and covers
• Numbering
• Registration
• Life jackets
• Visual distress signals
• Fire extinguishers
• Ventilation
• Backfire flame arrestor
• Horn
• Navigation lights
• Pollution placard
• Trash placard/plan
• Marine sanitation device
• Navigation rules
• State and local requirements
• Overall vessel condition
Find out how to schedule your vessel safety check today. You can also perform a virtual vessel safety check yourself.
And to schedule your VSC locally, please contact;
Art Furtado of the Pompano Beach Power Squadron
Vessel Safety Check Chairman
Ask Joyce Klein(HISC & Power Squadron) or Bob Odell (HISC & Coast
Guard Auxilary) for more information and how you can perform a virtual
vessel safety check.
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Wanted: Urgent!
Dock to rent for 32-ft. sloop drawing 6ft. 2 inches.
"Fleur de Beaulieu" 32 foot sloop draws 6 feet 2 inches
Carole Fielder sailcarole@aol.com
Please call Carole at 954-946-2956 or 954-234-8262 (can also text this number).

Wanted:

Dock space with a lift for 24' yamaha ar240
Weighs about 5500lbs.
Needs to be on a lift as it is a twin jet drive so cannot sit in the water.
Contact: Andy Ryder
Ph: 954.719.6116
Email: andy.ryder9@gmail.com

Wanted:

Looking for a dock for a 27' Island Packet that draws 4 feet.
Please4call Ken White at any time on 954-480-7100.

If you have or need dock space, the best place to post it is on the Club’s Facebook
Page. We will post it here if you send an email to the Inlet Outlet Editor (it will also get included in the Club Classifield Ads Online at hisc.org )

Please make sure the email includes the following information:
Length of Dock available / required
Depth of Dock or Depth of Boat
Any special needs (eg. Lift, Power, Water, etc.)
Contact name
Contact Phone Number & Contact Email
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The Hillsboro Inlet Soundings are
provided by Hillsboro Inlet District Captain, we hope you find
them useful when Navigating the
Inlet
Captain Woody Draughon, Jr., the
Hillsboro Inlet District Captain.
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Club Classified Note
If you have a boat, dinghy or other Marine item to sell, please provide a description, one
or two photos and the correct contact information. Deadline for submission is the 15th
of the month. Thanks. Paul Alcock—Inlet Outlet Editor

Meantime is for Sale
Your chance to own the boat that probably beat you in the club races.
1997 Hunter 376 fast racer and very comfortable cruiser loaded with equipment.
All new DYNEEMA rigging
2019. New transmission, exhaust piping and elbow, engine mounts and more
2018. Call for details.
Tim Leonard
754-367-1085

Anchor Line and Chain $175
Contact Ira Wechterman
https://miami.craigslist.org/brw/bpo/d/deerfield-beach-anchor-line-andchain/7225009078.html
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Club Classified Note
If you have a boat, dinghy or other Marine item to sell, please provide a description, one
or two photos and the correct contact information. Deadline for submission is the 15th
of the month. Thanks. Paul Alcock—Inlet Outlet Editor

BLUE RUNNER for SALE
Tartan 34c 1973 hull no 297

34’5” x 10’2” x 4’6” (centerboard removed)
Displacement 11,200 pounds
Very easy boat to sail or race!
Contact John Antweiler 954 240-6876
jantweiler@mac.com
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Second Wind Sails Located in Fort Lauderdale,
Yachting Capital of the
World. LOOKING FOR USED
SAILS? HAVE SAILS TO SELL?
Second Wind Can Help!

Buying a used sail has never been easier! Click on one
link below to use the sail
online search to check our always up-to-date online sail inventory
https://
www.secondwindsail.com
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Inlet Outlet Editor
Paul Alcock

The Inlet/Outlet is published by the Hillsboro
Inlet Sailing Club. Items for publication should be
submitted to the Inlet Outlet Editor:
hisc.editor@gmail.com in text format.
Paper documents or photos should be delivered or
mailed to:
Paul Alcock - Inlet Outlet Editor
5804 NW 18th Court
Margate FL 33063
Tel: (954) 736-7114
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Sailing Humor
A sailor brings his boat up to a restaurant dock to eat lunch.

The dockhand says, “I’m sorry, sir, but I can’t let you dine
here today. This establishment has a necktie policy, and you
are not wearing one.”
“Of course I don’t have a tie on,” replied the sailor, “I’m on a
boat!”
“Well, go down below and put one on,” said the dockhand.
“I don’t HAVE one!” shouted the sailor.
The dockhand, not wanting to turn away a customer, said:
“Well, why don’t you just find something that approximates
a tie. That should be OK.”

After some time, the sailor comes out with a pair of jumper
cables. “This is all I could find to put around my neck,” he
said.

Sighing, the deck hand said: “OK, I’ll let you in with those,
but just don’t start anything.”
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Inlet/Outlet
Hillsboro Inlet Sailing Club
P.O. Box 5241
Lighthouse Point, FL 33074-5241

INTERNET HOME PAGE
http://www.hisc.org

Don't miss this great source of information
provided by
Your Club’s Tech Team

The Inlet/Outlet, with color photos, is available on
the HISC website.

Find us on FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/groups/hisc.org

E-MAIL NOTICES

Ads for the Inlet/Outlet

If you :
• are not receiving periodic e-mail
notices of HISC events.
• do not wish to receive HISC notifications.
• wish to send an appropriate e-mail “blast” to all
members.
Send an e-mail to Paul Alcock at:

Paul Alcock is your ad-man, for the Inlet/Outlet.
Business Card "Special", for Club Members

$100.00/per yr. 12-issues
Also Larger Ads Available .
Call for Info:
(954) 736-7114

hisccoordinator@gmail.com
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